308                      TO WALTER ARNOLD.
for school-mistresses, and shall certainly have a
speech to make. Besides this, luncheons and din-
ners to attend every day. Next Wednesday we
start for England. . . .
I send you two letters, from which you will see
what there is attractive in the intercourse one has
with people over here, and what there is the
reverse. Mr. Milburn, the writer of the Buffalo
letter, is a very able young lawyer who does all
the business of the great railway system which
centres in Buffalo, and it is a pleasure to have such
a letter from such a man. The other man mistakes
me for Edwin Arnold, thinks I wrote Belshazzar,
and writes as you see. He alludes to a speech I
made in the two-thirds Ultramontane and one-third
Orange Montreal, in which I said that the preten-
sions of the Catholic Church on the one hand, and
the "black Presbyterianisra" of the Protestants
on the other, hindered the fusion of French and
English in Canada; but that I looked to literature
for gradually opening and softening men's minds.
Some of the Catholics much resented this; the
Protestants took it better by far. Quebec is the
most interesting thing by much that I have seen
on this Continent, and I think I would sooner be
a poor priest in Quebec than a rich hog-merchant
in Chicago. Things in Egypt seem to have been
much muddled.    It is characteristic  of ----- to
avert his mind from a thing he does not like, to
deal with it by expedients from day to day, and
to trust to his speechifying for clearing himself
when the break-down comes. I see they propose